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Important Dates 

February 7: PTA Work 
Day/Morning Coffee, 8-8:45am, 
Staff Lounge 

February 19-23: Mid-Winter Break, 
No School 

March 9: Heritage Night, 5:30-
7:30pm, GH 

March 21: PTA Board Meeting, 6-
7:30pm, Library 

Hi GH PTA! I’d love to tell you about a neighbor of mine, Wanda 
Lofton. Wanda is a retired Seattle Public Schools employee who had a 
long career spanning many roles including that of a teacher at GH. 
Wanda and I were talking one day, and I showed her the “98118” mugs, 
one of which she bought. The next week she called and asked if I could 
order 30 of them. She had brought her mug to her gym and found there 
were many people who had connections to GH or were just happy to 
support us. To date Wanda has sold almost 50 mugs, raising over $300. 
Wanda's action has members of our community talking and thinking 
about us when they drink their morning coffee. Wanda is also African 
American and I asked that she join us for our school’s Black High Five 
on February 5 at 7:30am as students enter the building. She will join us 
and is inviting other African American neighbors to also participate. 
This sense of community is paramount to our success, and is how we 
are going to continue to create a supportive and thriving community at 
GH. Ask a neighbor if they are willing to support us: You may be 
surprised to find they are happy you asked. -O’Hara 

O’Hara Jiménez and Mikayla Crawford-Harris,                                  
Co-Presidents, Graham Hill Elementary PTA 
oharajimenez@icloud.com    crawfordharrismikayla@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Black Lives Matter Week 

GH is participating in a nationwide 
Black Lives Matter at School Week 
from February 5-9 which will 
include supplemental lessons to 
reflect the life experiences of 
students, families, and friends; help 
students understands inequities 
based on race; affirm that the lives of 
people of color matter; and promote 
the belief that we all have a 
responsibility to work for equity as a 
core ideal. Look for more 
information about events taking 
place this week in backpack mail. 
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Heritage Night 

Every year the school holds Heritage Night, an event which 
celebrates the many cultures of our student body. This year’s event 
will take place on March 9 from 5:30-7:30pm. Families can bring a 
food dish to share or wear clothing that represents your culture.  
Classrooms will display work related to the event in the hallway and 
there will be music performances. If you are interested in helping 
plan the event, please contact Arlene at 
grahamhillvolunteer@gmail.com. Look out for more information 
about the event in backpack mail.  

Reminder  

The priority deadline to apply to have your student switch to the 
Montessori Program or to enroll an incoming sibling into the 
Montessori Program for the 2018-19 school year is from February 5-
16. Information and forms are available online at seattleschools.org. 

Graham Hill Elementary PTA, Seattle, WA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Work Day 

In order to help our teachers with 
various tasks, the PTA has started PTA 
Work Days/Morning Coffee on 
Wednesday’s from 8-8:45am after 
morning drop-off. Meet other parents in 
the Graham Hill community and help 
our staff with tasks such as copying, 
sorting, stapling, and cutting. The first 
one will take place February 7 in the 
Staff Lounge. 

  

Free Cultural Events 

Below are some free cultural events that are taking place around 
town: 

Tet Festival: Vietnamese Lunar New Year: Explore traditional and 
contemporary Vietnamese culture (including a lion dance), crafts 
and food at the Seattle Center Armory and Fisher Pavilion from 
11am-7pm on February 10. 

Lunar New Year Festival: This festival on February 11 from 11am—
4pm takes place at Hing Hay Park in the International District. It 
includes a lion dance, martial arts, drill teams and other 
performances. 

Lion Dance: There will be a lion dance in the parking lot of Joy 
Palace Restaurant (6030 MLK Jr. Way S.) on February 17 at 11am. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Auction Registration 

Registration is now open for the PTA’s 
largest fundraiser, the annual auction. 
The auction theme is “Disco Party” and 
will take place on April 21 from 5-9pm at 
the Alki Masonic Center. Individual 
tickets are $40 and an 8 person table is 
$300. Register online at: 
www.grahamhillauction.org 

www.grahamhillauction.org 

Rainier Beach Track Club 

Registration is now available at Rainier Beach Community Center 
for the Rainier Beach Track Club (part of Seattle Parks and 
Recreation’s Citywide Athletics). The season runs from March 12 to 
mid-May. Practices are Mondays and Wednesday’s (6-7pm for 5-6 
year olds and 6-7:30pm for 7+ and Saturday’s from 9-11am for 9+) at 
Rainier Beach Track. No track experience needed. There are several 
track meets at West Seattle Stadium. Cost is $40 and scholarships are 
available. More information is available on their Facebook page 
“RainierBeachTrackClub” or by emailing Coach Vic at 
rainierbeachtrackclub@gmail.com 

IslandWood Camp 

Every year the 5th graders at Graham Hill go to IslandWood 
(Bainbridge Island) to attend a 3 night, 4 day camping trip where 
they participate in various outdoor educational activities. Students 
experience a hands-on exploration of stewardship, environmental 
learning, and teamwork. This year the students will go from March 
12-15. The PTA provides financial support so that everyone can 
attend. This year, the sale of Graham Hill Spirit Wear (t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, mugs, etc.) will help support the trip costs of 
IslandWood. Be on the lookout for 4th and 5th graders selling the 
spirit wear and please purchase an item or make a donation to help 
offset the trip costs. 

 

Thank You! 

Parent Tours: Thanks to the parents who 
served as tour guides to prospective 
parents at our School Tours in January.  

  

Save the Date!  

Graham Hill Family Day at the Seattle 
Sounders FC will take place on May 5 at 
12pm. More information will come in 
backpack mail closer to the date. 

  Keep In Touch 

If you are on Facebook, visit our school’s 
page at “Graham Hill Elementary School 
Supporters”. Join the PTA so you can 
receive communications about the 
school on the PTA email listserv. 
Membership forms are available outside 
the main office. Or, check out the 
Graham Hill PTA blog at: 
www.grahamhillpta.blog. 

  


